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Theater Etiquette 

Cell phones, pagers and other electronic 
devices should be switched off BEFORE 
the performance. It is impolite and disrup-
tive to the actors and the other audience 
members to hear a ringing phone or a  
patron talking on the phone. In addition, 
please do not leave the auditorium to take 
a phone call unless it is an emergency. You 
will have to climb over several other  
patrons to exit the seats and will disturb 
each one of them. 

No photography or video taping of any 
kind is allowed during any performances. 
It is a disturbance to the performers  
because photography generates noise 
which creates a distraction both to audi-
ences and performers. The sudden burst 
of flash photography blinds vision and can 
endanger the life of the performers on 
stage. The only photography and recording 
rights are reserved for archival purpose. It 
is also against our contractual arrange-
ments with the publishers to allow  
videotaping and photography. 

No food and drinks are allowed at any 
time during a performance. Munching and 
crunching is considered rude and food 
crumbs, wrappers and soda cans cause a 
mess in the seats. This includes chewing 
gum and candy! 

 

 

 

Keep feet, bags and patrons out of the 
aisles; some directors use this space for 
actors entrances and exits as well as a 
place to move scenery. It is very dangerous 
to block the aisles. It is also against the fire 
code.  

Do not put feet on the theater chairs. It 
makes them dirty and disturbs the people 
in front of you. 

Never throw anything on stage. Items 
thrown on stage can harm an actor. 

Discussion and comments that you have 
about the performance should be left till 
you leave the auditorium. Please remain 
quiet during the show. It is alright to react 
to the performance but chatting that caus-
es distraction is considered rude. 

Some audiences leave the show when it is 
nearing the end because they want to beat 
the crowds that are exiting at the same 
time. It is very distrustful to the actors and 
the other patrons for people to get up  
before the show is over. Please stay seated 
until the very end. 
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The Diary of Anne Frank 

Wednesday, April 5, 1944 

 

I finally realized that I must do my schoolwork to keep from 

being ignorant, to get on in life, to become a journalist, because 

that’s what I want! I know I can write. . . it remains to be seen 

whether I really have talent. . . I need to have something besides 

a husband and children to devote myself to!. . . I want to be 

useful or bring enjoyment to all people, even those I’ ‘ve never 

met. I want to go on living even after my death! And that’s  

why I ’m so grateful to God for having given me this gift,  

which I can use to develop myself and to express all  

that’s inside me! 

 

When I write I can shake off all my cares.  

My sorrow disappears, my spirits are  

revived! But, and that’s a big question,  

will I ever be able to write something  

great, will I ever become a journalist  

or a writer? 
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Introduction 

The Diary of Anne Frank, published in 
Amsterdam in 1947 was one of the  
earliest written accounts of one family’s 
experience during the Nazi tyranny. WWII 
saw millions of people killed during 
battles and bombings. Men, women and 
children were stripped of their rights and 
sent to their deaths. Six million of those 
were Jewish and over one million were 
children under the age of 16. Anne Frank 
was one of them. 
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The Playwrights 

Francis Goodrich (1891–1984) and Albert 
Hackett (1900–1995) wrote the stage and 
screen versions of Anne Frank’s diary. 
They were a husband and wife writing 
team that met in 1927 in a theater  
company in Denver, Colorado. Other  
projects that they worked on include the 
Thin Man series, Seven Brides for Seven 
Brothers, Father of the Bride, Easter  
Parade, and It’s a Wonderful Life. To  
prepare for The Diary of Anne Frank, 
Goodrich and Hackett went to Amster-
dam to meet Otto Frank, visit the hidea-
way, and study the neighborhood. Both 
consider writing this play to be the  
highlight of their careers. The play won 
the New York Drama Critics Circle Award, 
the Antoinette Perry Award (the Tony) 
and the Pulitzer Prize in 1956. On Broad-
way, it ran for 717 performances. 



 

 

Timeline of Events 

1918 November 11 End of World War I. 

1926 February 16  Margot Frank is born in Frankfurt, Germany. 

1929 June 12 Anne (Anneliese Marie) Frank is born in Frankfurt, Germany. 

1933 January 30 Hitler is appointed Chancellor of Germany. 

 Spring The Gestapo, or Secret State Police, is established. Dachau, the main 
concentration camp for political prisoners is built. 

 April The Nazis declare a boycott of Jewish businesses and medical and le-
gal practices. A law excluding non-Aryans removes Jews from govern-
ment and teaching positions. 

 May 10 Books by Jews, political enemies of the Nazi state, and other 
“undesirables” are burned in huge rallies throughout Germany. 

 Summer The Franks relocate to the Netherlands because of increasing ten-
sions in Germany. 

1934 January Forced sterilization of the racially “inferior”, primarily Gypsies and Af-
rican-Germans, and the “unfit”, the mentally and physically disabled, 
begins. 

1935 Fall The Nuremberg Laws are passed defining Jews as noncitizens and 
making mixed Aryan and Jewish marriage illegal. 

1936 March 7 Germans march into the Rhineland, violating the Versailles Treaty. 

1938 November 9-10 Kristallnacht. State-sponsored pogrom in Germany and Austria, 
looting and destroying synagogues and Jewish owned-businesses. 

1939 March 15 Germany occupies Czechoslovakia. 

 September 1 Germany invades Poland; World War II begins. 

 September “Tiergarten 4”. Hitler implements the T-4 Program, killing the institu-
tionalized, physically disabled, and mentally handicapped. 

1940 April and May Germany invades Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands, France, Bel-
gium and Luxembourg. 

1941 December 11 Germany declares war on the United States. 
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1942 March Sobibor, Belzec, and Auschwitz-Birkenau all become fully operational 
death camps, followed by Treblinka in July. 

 June 12 Anne receives a red and white plaid diary on her thirteenth  
birthday. 

 July 5 Margot is requested to report for deportation to a labor camp.  

 July 6 The Franks go into hiding. 

 July 13 The van Pels join the Franks in hiding. 

 November 16 Fritz Pfeffer joins the others in hiding. 

1943 June SS leader Himmler orders the “liquidation” of all the ghettos in Po-
land and the Soviet Union to death camps. 

1944 June 6 D Day. Allies invade Western Europe. 

 August 4 The residents of the Secret Annex are betrayed and arrested. They 
are taken to a police station in Amsterdam and eventually to the 
Westerbork. 

 September 3 The residents are transported in a sealed cattle car to Auschwitz, on 
the last transport ever to leave Westerbork. 

 November 26 Himmler orders troops to destroy the crematoria at Auschwitz to hide 
the Nazi war crimes. 

1945 January 6 Edith Frank dies at Auschwitz-Birkenau. 

 January 27 Otto Frank is liberated from Auschwitz by the Russian Army. 

 February or March Anne and Margot Frank die at the Bergen-Belsen concentration 
camp within days of each other. 

 May 7 Germany surrenders and the war ends in Europe. 

 June 3 Otto Frank arrives in Amsterdam, where he is reunited with Jan and 
Miep Gies. 

 October 24 Otto Frank receives a letter telling him that his daughters died at 
Bergen-Belsen. 

 November The Nuremberg Trials of Nazi war criminals begin. 

1947 Summer 1,500 copies of Anne’s diary are published by Contact Publishers in 
Amsterdam. 

1952  The diary is translated into English. 

1980 August 19 Otto Frank dies in Switzerland. 



 

 

 
World War I 

Woodrow Wilson, President of the  
United States, described WWI as the 
“war to end all wars.” It resulted in the 
death of over 8.5 million people in battle 
and millions of civilian deaths, including 
the break-up of empires and revolutions 
among nations. The map of Europe was 
extensively redrawn with the end of the 
German, Austro-Hungarian, Russian and 
Ottoman Empires and the creation of 
new countries such as Poland, Czechoslo-
vakia and Rumania. The Allies, including 
Britain, France and the United States, 
signed a series of peace settlements  
including the Treaty of Versailles, which 
they presented to Germany as an ultima-
tum. It demanded the severe reduction 
of the German army and navy, repara-
tions, loss of overseas colonies and a 
statement that Germany had been  
responsible for the war’s outbreak. 

 

The Weimar Republic 
(1918 – 1933) 

In 1918, the Weimar government was  
established, making Germany a republic 
for the first time. During the following 
decade the country achieved prosperity 
but the republic remained unstable and 
failed to win national support. The Ger-
man citizens, still in shock over their  
defeat in the war and the harsh terms of 

the Versailles Treaty, held to the belief 
that their country had been betrayed by 
people within. This theory was promul-
gated by many military leaders and Hitler, 
who accused the Weimar government, 
Social Democrats, Communists, Jews and 
others of being traitors to the German 
people. Once the stock market crashed in 
1929, the German people were desper-
ate for hope. Fascist political parties were 
established and began to gain strength, 
one of which was the Nationalist Socialist 
German Workers’ Party under the leader-
ship of Adolf Hitler. 
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The Nazi Rise to Power 

The Nazis, founded in 1920, began as a 
small radical party whose main purpose 
was to do away with the Versailles Treaty 
and to end the Weimar republic. They 
promised the German people that they 
would restore their honor and greatness. 
Anti-Semitism was central to their 
platform and in the 1921 election they 
attacked the Jews. “None but members 
of the nation may be citizens of the state. 
None but those of German Blood, what-
ever their creed, may be members of the 
nation. No Jew therefore may be a mem-
ber of the nation.” (The Weimar Republic 
Source book) 

Adolf Hitler became leader of the Nazi 
party and dictated his view of domina-
tion in Mein Kampf, his auto-biography. It 
included the central theories of the Nazi 
party: constant attacks on the Jews as 
parasites and betrayers of the German 
people, the importance of a leader or 
Fuhrer to have supreme authority, the 
use of propaganda and terror, the purity 
of the Aryan race as superior to all other 
races and the hatred of communism and 
democracy. In 1933 Hitler was appointed 
Chancellor of Germany and the Nazis  
began their reign. 

 

 

 

Why the Jews? 

Not all Germans who voted for Hitler in 
1932 were Anti-Semitic. The Nazis used 
propaganda and threats to establish the 
Jews as the scapegoats for all of the  
German problems. They instituted laws 
that stripped the Jews of their rights and 
classified them as non-human. They con-
vinced more and more of the German 
people that the world would be a better 
place if they could eliminate “the racial 
problem” of the Jews. The Nazis also  
persecuted political opponents, social 
democrats, communists, homosexuals, 
Gypsies, Jehovah’s Witnesses and those 
with mental or physical disabilities. 

 

Hitler’s Fatal Plan 

In 1939 Germany invaded Poland. Over 
the next five years, Nazi Germany invad-
ed and occupied much of western  
Europe. Jews living in all conquered terri-
tories were mistreated, sent to concen-
tration camps and killed. Hitler dreamed 
of a world empire led by a “master race”. 
Part of his plan was the extermination of 
all European Jews or “the final solution 
to the Jewish problem.” By 1945, over  
6 million Jews as well as 5 million  
Gypsies, Slavs, and Poles had been  
murdered. This massacre is known as the 
Holocaust, meaning inferno or disaster. 



 

 

The Star of David 

The six-pointed star has for centuries 
been a distinctive Jewish symbol. In  
Hebrew, it is called the Magen David 
which means “shield of David.” The  
Jewish community in Amsterdam began 
using the star on its seal in 1671. The Star 
of David is the centerpiece of the flag of 
the State of Israel. The Nazis used the 
star on a yellow “badge of shame.” 

 
Judaism 

Judaism, the Jewish religion and ways of 
life, dates back more then 5000 years. It 
is a monotheistic religion meaning that 
its followers believe in only one God. It 
traces its origins to Abraham. Jewish  
spirituality and ethics are embodied in 
the Old Testament and in the Talmud or 
laws. 

Hanukkah 

Hanukkah is the Hebrew name of the 
holiday that celebrates the rededication 
of the Temple at Jerusalem in 165 B.C., 
when the Jews led by Maccabee finally 
defeated Antiochus, the ruler of  
Palestine. When the Maccabees rededi-
cated the Temple, they had very little oil 
for the eternal light, which is supposed to 
burn at all times. There was enough oil 
for only one night. Runners were sent to 
get more oil and have it blessed by the 
rabbi, the Jewish spiritual leader.  
Because of the distance, the runners did 
not return until eight nights later. Miracu-
lously, the light burned until their return. 
As a symbol of this miracle, Jewish  
people celebrate the holiday with a nine-
branched menorah, or candleholder. One 
candle is lit the first night of the holiday; 
two candles the second night and so on. 
Hanukkah is celebrated on the date of 
the original desecration of the Temple 
which falls in December. 
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The Diary 

On June 12, 1942, Anne Frank’s parents 
gave her a small red & white plaid diary 
for her 13th birthday. She named it Kitty. 
More than 50 years later, this diary has 
become one of the most widely read 
journals. It has been translated into 67 
different languages and has sold more 
than 31 million copies. Anne’s diary was 
a way to express all of the things that she 
was going through during her adolescent 
years. She used it as a means to com-
municate with someone else because she 
felt she had no one to talk to that would 
understand. Once she went into hiding, 
her diary also became an account of the 
events in the annex, where she lived with 
seven other people.  

On March 29, 1944, Anne heard that the 
Dutch government wanted people to 
save their diaries to be published after 

the war. At that time she decided to re-
write her diary as a novel. As she rewrote 
her diary she changed the names of th 
people in the annex: Mr. Pfeffer became 
Mr. Dussel; Mr. and Mrs. van Pels became 
Mr. and Mrs. van Daan; Peter van Pels 
became Peter van Daan; Miep Gies  
became Miep van Santen, Bep Voskjuil 
became Eli Vossen, Johannes Kleiman  
became Mr. Koophuis and Victor Kugler 
became Mr. Kraler. 

On August 4, 1944, the Nazis raided the 
Annex and the diary was left behind. 
Miep Gies found the diary and saved it 
for Anne for after the war. It eventually 
was passed on to her father, Otto Frank. 
He decided to publish the diary to honor 
his daughter’s wish to be a writer. It was 
published after an arduous search in June 
1947. They published 1,500 copies of the 
first Dutch edition. It was later translated 
into German, French and English. The 
first edition omitted approximately 30% 
of Anne’s diary. Her father had wanted to 
omit the negative parts that Anne had 
written about her mother. 

The diary was bequeathed to The Neth-
erlands Institute for War Documentation 
after Mr. Frank’s death in 1980. For  
several years, there was a lot of contro-
versy over the authenticity of the diary 
and various tests were run. In 1995, a 
new edition was published which includ-
ed the missing portions from the diary. 



 

 

 
Literary Elements 

 

Setting: 

The play takes place in the top floors of the annex to an office  
building in Amsterdam, Holland, during the years of WWII. 

 

Theme: 

The theme of a play is the main message or messages the playwright or author 
wishes to share with his audience. The themes in The Diary of Anne Frank are: 

 

The human spirit can triumph over the harshest adversity. 
 
Human growth involves pain. 
 
Everyone needs someone to share life’s journey with. 
 
Ordinary people can be heroes. 
 

People need a sense of purpose in their lives. 

 

Have your students write two examples for each theme – one from the play and 
one from their own lives – that supports or disproves the theme statements.  
 

Discuss them. Return to these statements after seeing the play and see if any of 
the students’ views has changed. 

. 
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Who Said It? 

 

A. “I don’t want to be dignified.” 

B. “I tell you Mr. Frank, if this war lasts much 
longer we’re liable to be related.” 

C. “Just because someone’s young doesn’t  
mean they don’t have anything to say,  
Mr. van Daan.” 

D. “I’m not worried they’ll walk over you,  
Anne. I’m afraid you’ll walk over them.” 

E. “I never thought I’d live to see the day a man 
like Mr. Frank would have to go into hiding.” 

F “This will be our common room, the place  
we meet to have supper...like one family.” 

G “All right! I heard about you. How you talked 
so much in class Mr. Keesing called you Miss 
Quack Quack...” 

H. “I just hope she doesn’t write anything about 
me in the private diary of hers.” 

I. “The invasion! The invasion has begun!” 

J. “Last year it was ‘Peace in 1943.’” 

K. “I’ve never really had a friend.  
Someone I could truly confide in.” 

 

Answers: A. Anne Frank  B. Mrs. Van Daan  C. Margot Frank  D. Mrs. Frank  E. Mr. Kraler   
F. Mr. Frank  G. Peter van Daan  H. Mr. van Daan  I. Miep  J. Mr. Dussel  K. Anne Frank 

ANNE FRANK  

MARGOT FRANK  

MR. FRANK  

MRS. FRANK  

MR. DUSSEL  

MIEP  

MR. KRALER  

PETER VAN DAAN  

MRS. VAN DAAN  

MR. VAN DAAN 
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1. What is the date of the first  
excerpt we hear Anne reading 
from her diary? 

a) October 9, 1940 

b) December 11, 1948 

c) July 6, 1942  

d) March 3, 1966  

 

2. What did Anne’s sister, Margot,  
receive from the SS that prompted 
them into hiding? 

a) an invitation to join the Nazi 
youth program 

b) a notice to report to a work 
camp  

c) a threatening letter  

d) none of the above  

 

3. What hides the entrance to the 
Annex?  

a) a curtain 

b) a fake wall  

c) a large bookcase  

d) a stack of trunks  

 

4. What is everyone eating when the 
secret annex is raided? 

a) kale  

b) strawberries  

c) bread  

d) oatmeal  

5. What is Mr. Dussel’s occupation? 

a)  dentist 

b)  painter  

c)  school teacher  

d)  architect  

 

6. What is Peter’s cat’s name? 

a) Heathcliff  

b) Mouschi 

c) Handel  

d) Tom  

 

7. Initially, how many people were 
supposed to be hiding in the secret 
annex? 

a) 2  

b) 10  

c) 7  

d) 8  

 

8. What does Peter accidentally 
knock over during the Hannukah 
scene? 

a) a chair  

b) a glass of water  

c) Mr. Dussel  

d) a coat rack  
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9. What item of clothing do Mr. and 
Mrs. Van Daan fight over?  

a) her wedding dress  

b) his smoking jacket  

c) her fur coat  

d) Peter’s galoshes  

 

10. What does Mr. Frank surprise Mrs. 
Frank with at Hannukah?  

a) her Grandfather’s pocketwatch  

b) her Great-Grandmother’s music 
box  

c) a new apron  

d) Mrs. Van Daan’s fur coat  

 

11. Where did Mr. Frank tell everyone 
they were escaping to?  

a) Switzerland  

b) New York City  

c) Washington, D.C.  

d) Shanghai  

 

12. What inspires Anne to start revising 
her Diary?  

a) a dream  

b) Peter’s teasing  

c) Minister Bolkstein’s broadcast  

d) her father’s request  

 

 

 

13. What does Anne give to Mr. Dussel 
for Hannukah?  

a) ear plugs  

b) an alarm clock  

c) strawberries  

d) a photo album  

 

14. Towards the end of the play, Miep 
announces news of what major 
event that will affect the war in Eu-
rope? 

a)  the Olympic opening ceremonies 
in Berlin  

b)  the Russina invasion of Poland  

c)  the Allied invasion of Normandy  

d)  her engagement party 

 

15. How old was Anne when her family 
went into hiding? 

a) 12  

b) 15  

c) 13  

d) 18 



 

 

The Characters 

(Listed by the names that Anne made up for them.) 

 
 
ANNE FRANK. Anne died of  
typhus in Bergen-Belsen a few 
days after her sister, Margot 
died. 

 
 

 
MARGOT FRANK, Anne’s older 
sister. Margot Bette Frank was 
born on February 16, 1926 in 
Frankfurt, Germany. She 
moved to Amsterdam with her 
family in 1933. Margot attend-
ed a Montessori school until 
1941 when Jewish children 

were no longer allowed to attend a school of their 
choice. On July 5, 1942, she received a notice to report 
to a labor camp and the next day went into hiding with 
her family at her father’s office building. After being 
arrested, Margot was moved to the concentration 
camp at Bergen-Belsen. Deprived of food, shelter and 
medicine, Margot died of typhus in March 1945 at the 
age of 19. 

 
EDITH FRANK, Anne’s mother. 
Edith Hollander was born in 
Aachen, Germany on January 
16, 1900. At age 25 she mar-
ried Otto Frank in a lebera 
(reform) Jewish ceremony and 
within four years gave birth to 
Anne and Margot. She cared 

for her daughters deeply but was constantly at odds 
with Anne. Upon moving into the Annex, Edith was  
responsible for cleaning and washing the dishes. She 
had a hard time with the conditions in the Annex. Edith 
Frank died of starvation on January 6, 1945 in the 
Birkenau part of Auschwitz. 

 

OTTO FRANK, Anne’s father. 
Mr. Frank was born on May 12, 
1889 to Michael Frank and  
Alice Betty Stern in Frankfurt 
am Main, Germany. 1908 he  
enrolled at the University of 
Heidelberg but after one  
semester he left to work at  

Macy’s department store in New York and learn about 
business. He returned to Frankfurt after his father died 
the following year. He enlisted with his brothers in the 
German Army during WWI. At the age of 36, he  
married Edith Hollander and they had two daughters, 
Anne and Margot. He moved his family to Amsterdam 
in 1933 after the Nazi rise to power in Germany. He 
established a Dutch brand of Opetka-Werke, a compa-
ny that manufactured and distributed pectin, a  
substance for making jam. He moved his family on July 
8, 1942 into the Annex and became the tutor and 
peacemaker. After surviving Auschwitz, Mr. Frank  
returned to Amsterdam on June 3, 1945 and lived with 
Miep and Jan Gies. He married Elfriede Geiringer, a 
Holocaust survivor in November 1953. He was instru-
mental in opening the Anne Frank House in May of 
1960 in Amsterdam. Otto Frank died on August 19, 
1980 at the age of 91 in Switzerland. 

 
PETER VAN DAAN, a neighbor 
that moves with his parents 
into the attic. He brings his cat 
with him. He is 16 when he  
arrives in the attic and had 
been a schoolmate of  
Margot’s. He and Anne develop 
a romantic friendship for a 

short time while in hiding. He is sent to a labor camp 
with Mr. Frank, his father and Mr. Dussel. In Septem-
ber or October of 1944, they witness his father select-
ed for the gas chambers. In January 1945, he was 
moved out of Auschwitz and placed on a death march. 
Mr. Frank pleaded with him to stay  
behind but Peter felt he had the best chance of surviv-
al by going. He survived the journey on foot but died in 
Mauthausen in Austria in May, three days before that 
camp was liberated at the age of 18. 

The Diary of Anne Frank 



 

 

MRS. PETRONELLA VAN DAAN, 
a neighbor that moves into the 
attic. She and her husband and 
Peter moved to Amsterdam in 
June 1937 to escape anti-
Semitic laws in Germany. They 
bought an apartment next to 
the Franks. Mr. Van Daan start-

ed working at Mr. Frank’s factory and the families 
were frequent guests in each others home. They tried 
to immigrate to the USA in 1938 with some of their 
extended family but were refused entry. After being 
arrested, Mrs. Van Daan was sent to Auschwitz with 
her husband and son. They were permanently separat-
ed after three days there. Later she was transferred to 
Bergen-Belsen and reunited with Margot and Anne 
Frank. She died in March or April 1945 but no one is 
sure where. It is believed that she was sent on a death 
march from Buchenwald to Theresienstadt and that 
she either died on the march or shortly thereafter. 

 
MR. HERMAN VAN DAAN, 
neighbor & colleague of Mr. 
Frank’s that moves with his 
family into the attic. He was 
married to Mrs. Van Daan and 
had one son, Peter. He tried to 
flee Europe with his family to 
the USA several times but was 

refused along with two of his sisters.  Three of his  
siblings, Max, Ida and Meta were all able to escape be-
fore the war broke out. The family moved to Amster-
dam in June 1937 and bought an apartment next to 
the Franks. He joined Mr. Frank’s company in 1938 as a 
specialist in herbs and sausage production. Their fami-
lies were frequent guests in each others home. As anti-
Jewish measures escalated, Mr. Van Daan and Mr. 
Frank began to plan to take their families into hiding. 

After being arrested, Mr. Van 
Daan was gassed at Auschwitz 
in late 1944 after becoming 
injured. 

 
MR. ALBERT DUSSELL, a dentist 
who moves into the attic sever-
al months after everybody else.  

Prior to the war, Mr. Dussel lived in Germany and was 
married and had a son, Werner. He divorced in 1932 
and was granted custody of the boy. When Nazi activi-
ty rose he sent Werner to his brother, Ernst, in Eng-
land. Eventually Werner immigrated to California. In 
1936, Mr. Dussel met a Catholic woman named  
Carlotta Kaletta. They lived together but were forbid-
den to marry due to the 1935 Nuremberg Laws which 
forbade the marriage of a Jew and a Gentile. He  
became Miep Gies’ dentist and asked her to help him 
go into hiding. She received the consent of Mr. Frank 
and he went into hiding on November 16, 1942. While 
in the attic, he shared a room with Anne. Through 
Miep he exchanged letters with Carlotta, who never 
knew where he was hidden. After being arrested, he 
was sent to Westerbrook and then moved to Ausch-
witz where he was reunited with Mr. Frank. He was 
transferred in October 1944 to Sachsenhausen and 
then to Neuengamme where he died of starvation and 
exhaustion on December 20, 1944 at the age of 55.  
 

MR. KRALER, one of Mr. 
Frank’s employees that helps 
keep them safe in the attic. He 
was arrested for hiding the 
Frank’s and served time in la-
bor camps in Holland but he 
managed to escape and to  
return home a few weeks  

before liberation. He returned to his old job but moved 
to Canada in 1955, where he died in 1981.  

 
MIEP GIES, one of Mr. Frank’s 
employees that helped keep 
them safe in the attic. She 
avoided being arrested proba-
bly because she let the  
arresting officer know that she 
came from the same city in 
Austria that he did. She found 

Anne’s diary after the Frank family is arrested and 
saved it for her, eventually giving it to Mr. Frank. She 
was married to Jan Gies and had a son named Paul. In 
1995, at 86, she told a NY reporter “I am not a hero… I 
just did what any decent person would have done.” 
She died in 2010. 
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Discussion 

Why do you think both adults and young people 

keep diaries? Do any of you keep a diary or jour-

nal? Why? Talk about some of the ways diaries as-

sist in venting frustrations, exploring one’s feelings 

and values, remembering important events and 

keeping track of goals.  

Talk about the problems that would arise from  

living in a small attic with very little space with 8 

people (some of whom are basically strangers) 

with major restrictions on noise and no ability to 

go outside. What kind of conflicts would arise? 

If you had been hiding like Anne and her family, 

what would have been the hardest adjustment for 

you? 

In extreme situations, many people develop  

coping mechanisms that help them deal with hard-

ships. For example, one prisoner of war, fearing 

he’d go mad without mental activity, played chess 

games in his mind. Describe the coping mecha-

nisms of the main characters in this play. Do you 

think a particular character’s coping mechanism 

was better than the others? Explain. 

Which character did you like the least? Which 

character did you like the most? Explain. 

What did you think about Mr. Kraler and Miep? 

Were they heroic? Explain. 

Were you able to identify with the feelings that 

Anne described in her diary? Why or why not? 

How does Anne’s sense of humor show up in her 

description of hourly life in the Annex? Give  

examples. 

 

In what way did Anne change from the beginning 

of the book/play to the end? Which Anne did you 

like more? Consider: her attitude toward her 

mother; her attitude toward Peter; her attitude 

toward Mr. Dussel; her attitude toward her life be-

fore July, 1942. 

Which events showed that life in hiding had  

begun to deteriorate? Which events showed that 

the members of the group still had courage and 

humanity? 

Mr. Frank claimed that Anne was happy in the 

camp in Holland where they were first taken. How 

do you think she could have been happy in a  

concentration camp? 

Anne’s diary has been published in more than 50 

countries. Why do you think Anne’s story has 

attracted so much attention? 

Punishment would have been very harsh if Miep 

and her friends had been caught helping Jews. 

What do you think makes people risk their lives to 

help others survive? Do you think you would be 

willing to take such a risk? Why or why not? 

What was your reaction as you came to the end of 

the book/play? 

If you could give a copy of the book to anyone in 

the world, whom would you choose, and why? 

Compare the world conflicts of today that have 

pitted one group of people against another –  

Afghanistan, Ireland, Rwanda. What, if anything, 

do these conflicts have in common with and how 

do they relate to the Holocaust and the war 

against the Jews? 
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Writing 

 
GO BACK TO THE HOME FRONT, 
1942-1944  

What was it like to be a teenager in the 
United States in the years 1942–1944, the 
same period that Anne was in hiding? To 
find out, assign students to interview  
people who were teenagers in 1942 to 
1944. The researchers can also use contem-
porary reference materials such as LIFE 
magazine for visual impressions of the  
period. In their reports, students can  
contrast the interests of American teenag-
ers of the time with those of Anne Frank. 

 

COULD IT HAPPEN AGAIN? 

“Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.” 
What do students think this means? 
What does vigilance mean? What does 
liberty mean? What does the statement 
mean for us today? Can we ever let 
down our guard where prejudice is  
concerned? Are there any recent events 
that prove or disprove this statement? 
Give examples of present-day vigilance 
against intolerance and discrimination in 
the United States. What protections do 
U.S. citizens have? Could we give up 
those protections as the Germans did? 
(They had a democratic government until 
Hitler came to power.) 

 

 

 
STORIES OF COURAGE 

There were many people that helped 
Anne and her family while they were in 
hiding. There were also many other peo-
ple that hid Jewish families and protect-
ed them. Have your students research 
one of these heroes and present their 
story to the class. Some possible ideas 
are: Bert Bochove, John Damski, Ellen 
Nielsen, Raoul Wallenberg. 

 

DRAMATIC MONOLOGUE 

Have your students take the role of one 
of the characters other than Anne and 
write a monologue describing their expe-
riences in the annex. Encourage them to 
consider how their chosen character’s 
account will be different from Anne’s. 

 

DIARY ENTRY 

Have your students write a diary entry 
from the point of view of Peter or  
Margot. What do you think the tone of 
their diaries would be? 
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