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Artist Statement on The Book of Magdalene by Caridad Svich 

It started with the idea of writing a book for the stage, or should I say, a “book” 
in the Biblical use of the word. In quar times but even before quar times, I have 
been thinking about the figure of Mary Magdalene. And this was before FKA 
Twigs’ album, although its presence in the world certainly stirred her up again 
for me.  

I look through my notes from two years ago. The name “Magdalene” and after 
it, “possible play.” So, what’s it about, and what I am pondering in its making? 

I am thinking about old times and new times smashed together and sinner-
saints for a contemporary (post-contemporary) age? A play about a Magdalene 
called Len sometimes that is holding together a life made of bits of memory, 
hard work, sex work, and dreams of faith – and what in heck faith means in the 
modern age. A story about how we get through the night – in a larger sense but 
told in glimpses and snapshots – arrested by time, even as the play moves 
forward. A series of duets that escalate in urgency, and through the rubble of 
the future now finds a future. A “book” of a life at a particular moment in time 
wherein Magdalene encounters the people that make up her life, and maybe 
even encounters too strangers she never knew she’d ever meet outside of work. 
A story of secrets and care-giving and letting go. A story of deep friendships, 
yearning and a land without touch, and one too of forgotten stations of the 
everyday – otherwise known as “ordinary life.”  

I am thinking too of a huge role for a female lead. So, on a practical level, even 
in a play with four to five other womxn, a big ol role at the center, where a fab 
actor can hold our attention. Just cos it’s cool when that happens, and it still 
doesn’t happen as often as it should.   

This is a play too that lives temperamentally in a kind of neon-drenched night 
world where the neon is rubbed out and flickering and not as bright as it could 
be – like one of those old casino signs in Las Vegas in the famous junkyard of 
(capitalist) signs. It’s a world where Magdalene walks the outlier/outcast’s 
terrain and seeks the power of sacrament in the heroic every-day stuff of stuff 
between people: human relations rather than human capital. 

Does Magdalene get an ending to her life or a new beginning? Do we start 
again or get a deep cut from the files of olden days and replay them again? Does 
it smell like power, love and desire or the sweat and labour of just getting up 
one more time on the path to grace?  Or both? What’s the renaissance of the 
future now look like in the future? And who gets the bennies? Or does the same 
cycle of inequity carry on “as usual?” A quote that I have been thinking about 
from Simone Weil (philosopher, poet, mystic, socialist, activist, visionary) in 
relationship to this play: “Redemptive suffering is the shadow of the pure good 
we desire. A hurtful act is the transference to others of the degradation which 
we bear in ourselves. That is why we are inclined to commit such acts as a way 
of deliverance. All crime is a transference of the evil in him who acts to him who 
undergoes the result of the action.” Can we consider a world where such 
deliverance is not par for the course? Could Magdalene’s way hold an answer? 
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Caridad Svich (Playwright) Caridad Svich 
received a 2012 OBIE Award for Lifetime 
Achievement in the theatre, a 2012 Edgerton 
Foundation New Play Award and NNPN 
rolling world premiere for Guapa, and the 
2011 American Theatre Critics Association 
Primus Prize for her play The House of the 
Spirits, based Isabel Allende’s novel. She has 
won the National Latino Playwriting Award 
(sponsored by Arizona Theatre Company) 
twice, including in the year 2013 for her play 
Spark. She has been short-listed for the PEN 
Award in Drama four times, including in the 
year 2012 for her play Magnificent Waste. Her 
works in English and Spanish have been seen 
at venues across the US and abroad, among 
them Arena Stage’s Kogod Cradle Series, 
Denver Center Theatre, 59E59, The Women’s 
Project, Woodshed Collective @ McCarren 
Park Pool, Repertorio Espanol, Ensemble 
Studio Theatre, Lighthouse Poole UK, Teatro 
Mori (Chile), Artheater-Cologne (Germany), 
Ilkhom Theater (Uzbekistan), Teatro 
Espressivo (Costa Rica), Welsh Fargo Stage 
(Wales), Homotopia Festival UK, 
SummerWorks festival in Toronto, and 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival/UK. 

Key works in her repertoire include 12 
Ophelias, Iphigenia Crash Land Falls on the Neon 

Shell That Was Once Her Heart, The Booth 
Variations, Alchemy of Desire/Dead-Man’s Blues, 
Any Place But Here, Archipelago, The Way of 
Water and JARMAN (all this maddening beauty). 
She has also adapted for the stage novels by 
Mario Vargas Llosa, Julia Alvarez and Jose 
Leon Sanchez, and has radically reconfigured 
works from Wedekind, Euripides, Sophocles, 
and Shakespeare. Her plays have been directed 
by Annie Castledine, Maria Irene Fornes, Lisa 
Peterson, Neel Keller, William Carden, Nick 
Philippou, Annie Dorsen, Katie Pearl, Stephen 
Wrentmore, Daniella Topol and Jose Zayas, 
among many others. 

As founder of theatre alliance & press 
NoPassport (www.nopassport.org) her work 
has intersected with communities of multiple 
diversities with works responding to the 
Deepwater Horizon disaster in the US Gulf 
region, veterans and their families, survivors 
of trauma and those committed to artistic 
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representations of the “fragile shores” in our 
lives. She is co-organizer and curator of After 
Orlando theatre action in response to the 2016 
Pulse nightclub shooting with Missing Bolts 
Productions at DR2 Theatre in New York 
City, Finborough Theatre in London, Chaskis  
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Theatre in London in association with Theatre 
Royal Stratford East and The Vaults and over 
sixty venues across the US; and Climate 
Change Theatre Action with The Arctic Cycle 
and Theatre Without Borders. She has also 
published over twenty titles with NoPassport 
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Kraus, Playscripts, Broadway Play Publishing 
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live performance are published as follows: 
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plays (Intellect UK, 2016); Instructions for 
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2014); Blasted Heavens (Eyecorner Press, 
Denmark, 2012). She has edited several books 
on theatre including Audience Revolution: 
Dispatches from the Field (TCG, 2016), 
Innovation in Five Acts (TCG, 2015), Out of 
Silence: Censorship in Theatre & Performance and 
Trans-Global Readings: Crossing Theatrical 
Boundaries and Theatre in Crisis? (the latter two 
for Manchester University Press, UK). She is 
currently editing a book on playwriting for 
Methuen UK. She serves as associate editor at 
Taylor & Francis’ Contemporary Theatre 
Review, where she also edits their Backpages 
section. 
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translator, chiefly of the dramatic work of 
Federico Garcia Lorca as well as works by 
Calderon de la Barca, Lope de Vega, Julio 
Cortazar, Victor Rascon Banda, Antonio Buero 
Vallejo and contemporary works from Mexico, 
Cuba and Spain. She is alumna playwright of 
New Dramatists. She has received fellowships 
from Harvard/Radcliffe, NEA/TCG, PEW 
Charitable Trust, and California Arts Council. 
She holds an MFA in Theatre-Playwriting 
from UCSD, and she also trained for four 
consecutive years with Maria Irene Fornes in 
INTAR’s legendary HPRL Lab. She teaches 
creative writing and playwriting at Rutgers 
University-New Brunswick and Primary 
Stages’ Einhorn School of Performing Arts. 
She has taught playwriting at Bard, Barnard, 
Bennington, Denison, Ohio State, 

ScriptWorks, UCSD, and Yale School of 
Drama.www.caridadsvich.com. 
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of Houston (2020). Victoria Nicolette Gist is a 
recipient of a Willa Kim Costume Design 
Scholarship, funded by The Estate of Willa 
Kim and administered by Theatre 
Communications Group. 
www.victorianicolette.com 

Grey Starbird (Lighting Design) Main Street 
Theater: Ramona Quimby, Tales of a 4th Grade 
Nothing. Mildred’s Umbrella: Samuel Beckett’s 
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Renowned, The Sleeping Beauty, the Nutcracker 
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Theatre San Antonio (Lighting Design): Arms 
and the Man. University of Houston (Lighting 
Design): The Beaux Stratagem, Our Country’s 
Good, The Snow Queen, As You Like It, Paradise 
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Scrooge, The Cripple of Inishmaan. Education: 
M.F.A., University of Houston; B.A.,Trinity 
University. 

Rodney Walsworth (Properties Design) Over 
100 productions at Main Street Theater as 
actor, director, set designer, properties 
designer, sound designer including Enemies 
and Wolf Hall / Bring Up the Bodies (First 
American Productions); Stages: Resident 
Properties Master, 2 ½ seasons; other Houston 
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Theater LaB Houston, Talento Bilingüe de 
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Project (Globe Award, Lead Actor – Drama). 
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Megan Brooks (Production Stage Manager) 
Main Street Theater: Elliot, a Soldier’s Fugue, 
(Assistant Stage Manager) Junie B. Jones The 
Musical, (Assistant Stage Manager/Production 
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Assistant) The Wickhams: Christmas at 
Pemberley, The Hard Problem, Wolf Hall & 
Bring Up the Bodies, Miss Bennet: Christmas at 
Pemberley (2017&2018), The Secretary, The 
Weir; Houston Equity Festival: (Production 
Stage Manager) Every Brilliant Thing; Alley 
Theatre: (Production Assistant) A Christmas 
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(Production Stage Manager) Josephine Tonight; 
Royal Family Productions: (Production Stage 
Manager) Fireside; Sam Houston State 
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the Forum, Dying For It, (Assistant Stage 
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Hard Problem, The Book of Will, Hecuba and The 
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(Costume Design) numerous productions; 
Prague Shakespeare Company: (Director) 
Twelfth Night. Catastrophic Theatre: Advisory 
Board. Wordsmyth Theater Company: 
Advisory Board. Member of the American 
Leadership Forum Class XVI. 2012 
Distinguished Alumni Award, Rice University. 
Founding Artistic Director, Main Street 
Theater. 

 

Main Street Theater (MST) was founded in 1975 to provide stimulating opportunities 
for Houstonians of all ages to engage with the performing arts while providing 
meaningful and challenging professional work for Houston theater artists. MST is a 
fully professional theater with three programs: MainStage, Theater for Youth, and 
Education Department. Main Street Theater is a member of Theatre Communications 
Group (TCG), the national service organization for not-for-profit theaters, of Theatre 
for Young Audiences/USA (formerly ASSITEJ), the world theatre network of theatre 
for children and young people, and a founding member of Arts Connect. Our MainStage 
operates under Actors’ Equity Association Small Professional Theater contract. Main 
Street Theater is funded in part by a grant from the Texas Commission on the Arts. 
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Cornwell 
Dr. Gary W. Patterson 
 
In Honor of Jimmy 
Phillips 
Campbell Katz & 
Family 
 

In Honor of Joel 
Sandel 
Luisa Amaral Smith 
Ralph & Linda Pease 
 
In Honor of Joel 
Sandel`s 30th 
anniversary with 
MST and the 20th 
anniversary of our 
production of Sunday 
In the Park with 
George. 
Karen Ross 
 
In Honor of Rachel 
Ollagnon 
Judith Sokolow 
 

Tribute Gifts 

In Honor of Rebecca Greene Udden 
Anonymous Bryan & Deborah Domning 
 
In Honor of Rebecca Greene Udden 
and MST Staff 
Sydney Greenblatt 
Debs Ramser 
 
In Honor of Shannon Emerick 
Anonymous 
Craig and Trudy Emerick 
 
In Memory of Marian Wadler Strug – 
Mimi` 
Mr. & Mrs. Salomon Schein 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Strug 
 
In Memory of Megan Eamon 
Joseph Fasullo 
 
In Memory of Mom and Dad 
Sara Gaston 
 
In Memory of Sandy Herman 
Ruth Herman 
 
In Memory of Sarah and Morris 
Platock 
Joseph Levitan 
 
In Memory of Suzanne Riepe 
Charles Riepe 
 
In Memory of Terrence McNally, 
playwright 
Deborah Bridges 

 
In Memory of the Rev. John D. 
Worrell 
Dorothy Worrell 
 
In Memory of  

Thomas Baker Greene III 
Lucretia & Alan Ahrens 
Linda Cherrington 
Kelly Cotton 
Mr. Tom Crow 
Mary S. Dix 
Shannon & Rowan 
Patricia Fass 
Gary & Denise Fischer, and Travis & 

Tiffany Fischer and Family 
Kara Greenberg & Adam Gross 
David & Julie Itz 
Penelope Loughhead 
Mandola Family 
Gayle & Red Marek 
Mary Anne Piacentini & Drexel Turner 
M. Elizabeth Rader 
Ms. Virginia Schneider 
Ms. Rita Stayton 
Ms. Rose Sundin 
Helen L. Toombs 
Chloe Walker & Pete Lopez 
Diane Williams 
Elaine Wynn 
 
In Tribute of Koi 
Deborah Alden 
 
In Tribute of Vivienne St. John 
Jennifer Reyes 

 

MST Revelers 

The MST Revelers are supporters who have committed to a monthly gift of $10 or more. 

Janet Covington 
Patricia Deeves 
Tami Grubb 
Mr. Greg Marshall 
Unky Carl 

Mr. David Morrell 
Bobbie Newman 
Kathryn Ritcheske 
Alex & Jane Robinson 
Andrew Ruthven 

Doug & Donna Smith 
Alan Thomas 
Sonia Zuzek 

  



Main Street Theater Board 
Greg R. Wehrer 
Chair 

Kassie Harris 
Treasurer 

Mary Itz 
Secretary 

Michael Arlen 
Robert Card, MD 
Jason H. Casell 
Janet Hansen 
Kimberly Moore 
Jim Salners 
Kathryn H. Shurin 
Rebecca Greene Udden 
Andy J. Zitterkopf 

 
Main Street Theater Staff 
Rebecca Greene Udden 
Founding Artistic Director 

Michael Arlen 
Managing Director 

Vivienne M. St. John 
Theater for Youth Artistic Director 

Jonathan Minchew-Gonzalez 
Director of Education and Youth 
Engagement 

Dwight Clark 
Development Associate 

Danielle Docwra 
Theater for Youth Production 
Manager 

Shannon Emerick 
Director of Marketing & 
Communications 

Angela Harris-Cannizzo 
Theater for Youth School Shows 
Manager 

Boone Lacy 
Shop Foreman / Master Scenic 
Carpenter 

Mark Roberts 
Technical Director 

Andrew Ruthven 
MainStage Associate Artistic 
Director / Director of Audience 
Services 

Adam Thornton 
Assistant Technical Director 

Peggy Villarreal 
Business Manager / Comptroller 

Rodney Walsworth 
Properties Master 

Front of House 
Seth Daniel Cunningham 
Lindsay Ehrhardt 
Lauren Evans 
Peggy Villarreal 

 


